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APPROVED!!



WHAT’S EXPECTED?
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Podcast to discuss our 
processes, findings, and 
new experiments (+live 
podcast on draft night)

Modeling, finding errors, 
more modeling, more 
errors, more modeling

Finding and learning 
program, collecting 

stats, and stats… and 
stats
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WHERE TO 
BEGIN?
Leadership Lab - June 9



FINDING OUR PROGRAM

▪ Tons of modeling programs
▪ What did we even need?
▪ Money

We also decided that Pro Football Focus would 
have our standard of success and a go-to database

5



SETTLING ON 

- Easy-to-learn interface
- Not coding dependent
- Plenty of capabilities

6



SPSS Introduction and Practice Runs

- YouTube tutorials
- Messing around with the 

different tools
- Running back test run
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MEETING  1  WITH  Dr. Groves
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▪ Introductory Meeting

▪ Explaining the project

▪ New experience for us

▪ Working with SPSS

▪ New Directions

Dr. Melissa Groves
Associate Professor of 

Economics
Towson University



Starting collecting combine stats
• Began using NFL 

Databases to 
collect combine 
stats

• NFL Combine 
Results and Full 
Time Fantasy
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Pro Football Focus
▪ How score is created
▪ Why we use PFF grades
▪ Qualifying seasons
▪ Average best seasons
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College stats, 2010/2011

▪ Sportsreference.com

▪ 2012 total stats

▪ Export to excel, picked 

out 2012 draftees
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Full Excel Sheet
▪ Separated by 

position 
▪ Categories:
▪ NFL Combine
▪ PFF 

Score/Qualifying 
years

▪ College Statistics
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Meeting 2 With Dr. Groves
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• Introducing Dr. Groves to our data spreadsheet – what everything 

meant

• A few roadblocks to get over – defensive statistics, varying comp. 

levels, PFF inconsistencies

• In-person meeting soon, connecting with other statisticians through 

Dr. Groves



Plans for the Upcoming Months
Now → Early December
❖ Receive recent 

feedback from Dr. 
Groves

❖ Input all 2012 Draft 
Class Data into 
SPSS

❖ Use SPSS to form 
equation 

December →March 1
❖ Fine tune equation 

with data 
collection on 2011 
draft class

❖ Finalize model 
equation →
determining 
positional values

February → April (Draft Day)
❖ Begin biweekly 

podcasts (using 
Devan and Kieran as 
resources)

❖ Use model to assess 
the upcoming 2022 
draft class and make 
our predictions
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